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Cambodia

CambodianriceexportstoChinatends
toincreasesignificantlythisyear.
From JanuarytoOctober2019,China
imported40percentriceofCambodianrice,
whichwasmorethanthesameperiodlast
year.AccordingtotheSecretariatofOne
WindowServiceforRiceExportFormality
(SOWS-REF),Cambodiashipped457,940
tonnesofmilledricetoforeignmarkets,a
5-percenthigherthanthesametimelastyear.
Ofthisvolume,theshipmentof184,844
tonnesofmilledricewassenttoChina.As
theChinesegovernmentallowedCambodiato
export300,000tonnesofricetothecountry,
thisyear,Cambodiaisconfidenttoachieve
thegoal.Moreover,earlierthisyear,the
PresidentofthePeople’sRepublicofChina
pledgedtoincreasethericequotaby
purchasing400,000tonnesofricefrom
Cambodiainordertoboostbilateraltrade
betweenthecountries.Afterachieving
300,000tonnesofriceexports,Cambodiawill
startworkingtowardsthenewtargetof
400,000tonnesforthenextyear.

Source:KhmerTimes.(2019,Nov15).China’sriceimports
from Kingdom ontherise.

Thailand

Thegovernmentwasurgedtofocuson
ricevarietyimprovementafterfailing
towintheprizeforthesecondyearinarow.
TheMinistryofAgricultureandCooperatives
(MOAC)wasurgedtoprioritisethe
developmentandimprovementofThairice
varietiesafterHom Maliricefailedtowinthe
World’sBestRiceawardforthesecondyear
inarow.The2019’sawardwenttoST24rice
from VietNam,whileCambodia’spremium
fragrantrice,MalysAngkorwonthehonours
in2018.Hom Maliricehadwonthehonours
in2009,2010,2014,2016,and2017.Missing
theawardtwiceinarowindicatesthatthe
rivalshavebeencontinuallyworkingon
developingtheirproducts.Regardingtheprice,
Hom Maliricegoesfor1,100-1,200USDa
tonne,whereasVietnamesericeispricedat
600USDatonne.ThisisaworryforThailand
astheVietnameseproductisalmosthalfthe
priceofThairice.Ifnothingisdoneto
improvethequalityorcreateabigdifference,
Thairicemaybecomeathingofthefive-year
pastbecausebuyerswillswitchtothe
cheaperones,accordingtotheThaiRice
ExportersAssociation(TREA).

Source:BangkokPost.(2019,Nov18).Farmersurgeaction
aftertopricefailstowinprize.

VietNam

ThefallinginVietnamesericepricescut
downthecountry’sriceexportrevenue.
AccordingtotheMinistryofAgricultureand
RuralDevelopment(MARD),from Januaryto
October2019,VietNam exported5.56million
tonnesofriceworth2.43billionUSD,up6.1
percentinvolumebutdown9.1percentin
valueyear-on-year.Thedownwardriceprices,
whichsometimeshitthelowestin12years,
werethemajorreasonbehindthefallinrice
exportrevenueduringtheperiod.Inthefirst
ninemonthsofthisyear,theaveragerice
pricewas435.6USDpertonne,a13.4percent
dropfrom thesameperiodlastyear.VietNam
hasfaceddifficultiesinexportingricetoChina.
Thefiguresdroppedconsiderablysince2018
asChinahashighricestockpileandlookedto
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diversifyitssuppliers.Also,alackofnew
contractsanddecreasingdemandfrom the
Philippines,themajormarketof
VietNam,havepressuredonVietnameserice
prices.Therefore,amidthissituation,itis
necessarytoremoveobstaclesinexportsto
China,whileexploringnewmarkets,especially
AfricaandASEAN,aswellastodevelop
processingandenhancethericevaluechain.

Source:Vietnam Plus.(2019,Nov13).Riceexportrevenue
suffersfrom pricedrop.

AnorganicricevarietyofVietNam
awardedtheworld’sbestricein2019.
On12November2019,VietNam’sorganic
ricevarietyfrom thesouthernprovinceofSoc
TrangnamedST24wascrownedtheworld’s
bestriceatTheRiceTrader(TRT)WorldRice
Conference2019inManila,thePhilippines.
ThisisthefirsttimethatVietnamesericehas
beenawardedthistitle.TheST24variety
isrecognisedasaspecialtyofSocTrang
province,whichwasdevelopedbyagroup
ofSocTrang-basedagriculturalengineers.
Thevarietyhasacapabilitytoyieldupto8.5
tonnesperhectareandcanprovide2-3crops
peryear,addingthatithasbeenplanted
widelyintheMekongDeltaregion,aswellas
otherlocalities,since2010.TheST24was
officiallyrecognisedasanationalricevariety
inlastMarch.Meanwhile,itwasconsidered
asaclimate-resilientoneintheMekongDelta
asitcanadapttosalineandaluminoussoil
andissuitableforrice-shrimporinter-
croppingareas.

Source:Bizhub.(2019,Nov13).VietNam'sricecrownedthe
bestat2019WorldRiceConference.


